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G.S. Paper lllI:
Environmental pollution
& degradation

**PM2.5 includes toxins like
sulfate and black carbon, which
can penetrate deep into the
lungs or cardiovascular
system. Air with more than 10
micro grammes per cubic metre
of PM2.5 on an annual average
basis is considered

substandard.
]

G.S.Paper lll: Science &
Technology:
developments & their
applications & effects in
everyday life
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WHO report says over 90% of world breathing bad air

Nine out of 10 people globally are breathing poor quality air, the
World Health Organization said Tuesday, calling for dramatic
action against pollution that is blamed for more than six million
deaths a year.

New data in a report from the UN’s global health body “is enough
to make all of us extremely concerned,” Maria Neira, the head of
the WHO’s department of public health and environment, told
reporters. The problem is most acute in cities, but air in rural areas
is worse than many think, WHO experts said.

Tuesday’s report was based on data callected from more than
3,000 sites across the globe. It found that 92 percent of the
world’s population lives in places\where air quality levels exceed
WHO limits”. The data focuses on ‘dangerous_particulate matter
with a diameter of less than'2:5 micrometres, or PM2.5.

The WHO has estimated that morethan six million deaths per year
are linked to exposurestepoutdoor and‘indoor air pollution. Data is
more solid for outdoor pollution, which is blamed for more than
three million fatalities annually.

But indoarpollution,can be equally as harmful, especially in poorer
developing world homes where cooking often involves burning
charcoal. Nearly 90-percent of air pollution-related deaths occur in
low and,middle-income countries, the WHO said.

Southeast Asia and the Western Pacific region—including China,
Malaysia and Vietnam—are the hardest hit, the data showed.
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G.S.Paper IllI:
Environmental
conservation.

**Paris Agreement:

It was materialized at the 21st
Conference of Parties of the
United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate
Change—requires 55 countries
accounting for at least 55% of
global greenhouse gas
emissions to ratify it in order
for it to come into force.

It aims to contain the increase
in earth’s temperature to 2
degrees Celsius, and if possible
1.5 degrees Celsius, above pre-
industrial levels

—————————————————
India,though third in terms of
total emissions, it ranks 140th

globally in terms of per capita
emissions.
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A new greenprint on climate change

(livemint.com)

On 2 October a year ago,dndia moved to allay any international
scepticism about its commitment, to combating climate change by
announcing Its_IntendedwNationally Determined Contributions
(INDCs).g#lIndia is“to, reduce the emissions intensity of its gross
domestic produet by 33-35% by 2030 from 2005 levels, it said in an
announcement. 1t’s, a hurried move—but because of diplomatic
compulsions,»New Delhi has chosen to couch pragmatism in the
symbolismiof Gandhi’s birth anniversary.

New:.Delhi had gone slow so far—but with the threshold likely to be
reached, without it in October, and the possibility thereafter of
being cast, in an obstructionist role diplomatically, it has
understandably changed track.

But India still has good reason to be wary at the negotiating table
because of three reasons. First, too much focus on incremental
pollution by developing countries shifts the public attention away
from the historical damage done by the developed countries during
their years of rapid economic growth. Second, the per capita
carbon footprint of India is still very low by global standards. Third,
India needs coal as part of its energy mix right now, until new
technologies emerge.

By retaining the “common but differentiated responsibilities”
clause in the Paris Agreement, the world has acknowledged Indian
concerns. Undue pressure is already being exerted on India as one
of the largest polluters of the world. However, with its large
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Suggested Question:
What should be India’s
strategy for combating
climate change along
with achieving targets
of Parisagreement?

G.S. Paper II: Issues
relating to development
& management of Social
Sector
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** Here the battle is not for
justice to the downtrodden but
a search for consolidation and
privilege. Quotas and
reservation no longer embody
a search for justice, but an
interest group politics where
the powerful seek to
accumulate more power.
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coastline susceptible to rising sea levels and a population suffering
from the visible consequences of climate change, such as heat
waves, pollution and failed monsoons, the country couldn’t have
argued for its rights to development beyond a point. It therefore
made a calculated choice considering its long-term costs. It
embraced the cause of climate change but with a caveat—the
availability of global finance and performance of other nations. The
cabinet decision, which came on Wednesday, implicitly emphasizes
that the onus is on developed nations to fund and transfer
technology to developing nations, besides making efforts to meet
their domestic commitments.
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** The logic of the scripts and
the nature of political dramas is
radically different. First, the
Dalits’ protests for rights have
the character of an appeal.
They are seeking to go beyond
deprivation. The upper caste
protests convey a sense of
threat, of aggression and
violence. For Dalits, democracy
is a value; for upper castes it
appears relevant as long as it
sustains them instrumentally in
power.

** The marginals speak the
language of suffering,
deprivation and pain. The
dominant castes utter the
language of privilege, of
consolidation.

**Two major demandsof
Marathas- The first was a
demand to repeal the
Scheduled Castes and the
Scheduled Tribes (Prevention
of Atrocities) Act, and the
second a demand for a greater
share in the reservation.
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A story to two caste struggles (The Hindu)

The Dalit fighting for rights still upholds the universality of
citizenship. The dominant castes insisting on consolidating their
privileges reduce democracy to the worst kind of parochial politics.

Politics cannot be studied as a mere set of facts as if they are little
nuggets to be polished and examined on their own. Politics needs
frameworks which provide ways for interpretation and
understanding. One senses the need for this when one watches the
sudden explosion of upper caste agitations."An ethnography of
these demonstrations alone is not enough. One has to see them as
statements of values, of the manner in which"demacracy is seen
and assessed.

One can see three visions of ‘democracy,, contesting and
overlapping with each other.

The early socialist vision saw democracy as a place where rights to
quality were worked out;;where the marginal and minority groups
used the democratic process to be empowered as citizens. Such a
vision is captured in the careers of B.R. Ambedkar and Ram
Manohar Lohia, The secondgkind of vision inaugurated after the
Bharatiya Janata Party came to power was a majoritarian vision,
where electaralism was,a consolidation of numbers. The transition
from, demaocracy'as, a value to a fact of demography becomes
obvioushyheren There is a third kind of contest emerging where
democracy; like the market, becomes a competitive game, where
right\loses to might and democracy becomes a fragile Hobbesian
word.

There is a politics of anxiety played out by the upper class who see
democracy not as a framework of universal values but as a basis for
consolidating a parochial world. The contrast is stark between a
Dalit or tribal battling for rights and the demands of upper castes
such as Patels, Jats and Marathas.

The body languages of the two dramas are different. One acts as a
shareholder threatening to sell his shares or dismiss the directors if
the firm fails to show profit. Rights meet a mentality of
consolidation. One creates a politics of consensus, protest and
persuasion, the other engages in a game of threat, preferring
democracy as a zero-sum game. The Dalit fighting for rights still
upholds the universality of citizenship. The dominant castes
insisting on consolidating their privileges reduce democracy to the
worst kind of parochial politics, a bullyboy spectacle which makes
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democracy appear empty and ironic. One sees this drama enacted with ruthless clarity in the recent

protest of Marathas.

Between the appeals and protests of Dalits and tribals and the arrogant demands for continued
dominance lies the new problematic form of democracy in India. Democracy as a way of life is
threatened by electoral democracy as a rule game. First, majoritarianism threatens the pluralism of
Indian democracy. Second, dominance of castes in the system threatens any hope for rights, for a
more equalitarian system. The challenge of the future lies in how democracy reinvents itself to
handle these two contradictions. Otherwise, India faces the final irony — that of democracy as a
mechanism quietly corroding the institutional values of democracy as a value system.

Paper I11: Major crops,
cropping patterns in
various parts of the
country
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Paper lIlI: - Indian Economy
& issues relating to
planning, mobilization of
resources, growth,
development &
employment

- Govt budgeting

0000000000000 |
|
** The recent passage of the
Goods and Services Tax (GST)
Bill, which will put in place a
uniform indirect tax regime in
India, is a landmark
achievement for the Narendra
Modi government.

** GST, once implemented,
will, for the first time in India’s
history, unify the nation into a
common economic market,
obviating the need for goods
to be taxed each time they
cross a state border.

]
Suggested Question: How
GST will likely have impact
on India’s international
trade and on its trade
strategy?

Govt unveils draft rules on GST returns (Business Standard)

The centre on Tuesday released draft rules that establishments
have to follow for filing returns and claiming refunds under the
goods and services tax (GST). The draft rules mandate taxpayers to
file monthly tax returns. Those opting for the compounding scheme
(traders with an annual revenue of up to Rs50 lakh can pay a flat
tax and escape the compliance requirements) need to file their tax
returns quarterly.

Businesses will also have to furnish information on the profit or loss
incurred in the GST return form, which could‘prove to be,onerous.

The refund rules say that the tax officer-will have to_process the
application for refund within, 15 days of the elaim being filed.
Further, in cases where the taxpayer has an'impeccable record—no
prosecution for any tax evasion offences in the past five years and a
good compliance rating—will be eligible for provisional refund
within seven days. Businesses located in special economic zones
will have to payGST upfrent and then claim refunds, in a move that
could impact {T firms.

All this{ along with, the three draft rules on registration, tax
payment andsinvoice released on Monday, will be finalized on 30
September(in the!GST council’s second meeting.

GST and Indian trade (The Hindu)

The GS1, council, which will oversee the GST regime, is currently in
deliberations over its own procedures and over the appropriate tax
fate to prevent revenue shortfalls. GST will affect all aspects of
business in India, from decisions on investment location and
product pricing to logistics and supply chain optimization; it is being
widely applauded as a crucial reform that will facilitate India’s
development trajectory.

GST is a development that comes at a challenging time in the
external environment for India. Global growth has slowed. Many
major economies in the world face economic and political
challenges with uncertain resolution. With the British vote to exit
the European Union, the EU now confronts the possibility of a
disintegration, with a larger collapse of the Eurozone in the coming
years remaining a real, even if unlikely, possibility. Japan, once a
driver of global growth, now lies dormant and is struggling to revive
itself. China, after two decades of extraordinary growth, appears to
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be slowing down. The US is going through a divisive presidential election that has seen its candidates
adopt threatening postures towards international trade, especially with lower-income countries, and
towards the world trade system more generally. To achieve improvements in trade performance in
this environment will clearly be difficult.

Paper lll: Effects of
liberalization on the
economy, changes in
industrial policy & their
effects on industrial growth

Suggested Question : There is
anti-globalization mood in
Industrialised countries like
Brexit, the appeal of Donald
Trump, and the rise of
nationalist anti-immigration
parties in Europe, According to
you how it affect India’s
strategy of economic growth?

|
** Business has a big role to
play in building support for
trade agreements.
Unfortunately, Indian business
has been more concerned with
ensuring that protection to
domestic producers is not
diluted and less with getting
access to export markets.

Integrating with the global economy
(livemint)

Singapore’s deputy prime minister, Tharman Shanmugaratnam, in
the first Niti Aayog lecture addressing cabinet ministers and senior
officials, said no country has been able/to achieve rapid growth
without integrating with the global econemy and India should
integrate more fully than we have. He recognized that our size,
diversity and democratic polity imposedispecial constraints, and we
had done well given thesesconstraints. But we cannot expect to
achieve 8-10% growth if wencontinue with business as usual.
Putting it colourfully, he said we eannot just go on scoring singles—
we have to start hitting fours and sixes:

To integrate with the global) economy, we need to increase our
competitivenesséThis calls for same bold reforms to improve the
quality of infrastructureyand logistics, greater ease of doing
business(eovering,government/business interface in the Centre
and states), a financiahsystem that serves small- and medium-sized
firms, skill develapment, labour market flexibility, etc. It also calls
for newinitiatives in our external engagements, some of which are
discussed below.

Reducingimport duties

Import duties were reduced very substantially after 1991, but they
need to be reduced further. In 1997-98, then finance minister P.
Chidambaram had set the target that import duty rates should be
reduced to Asean (Association of South-East Asian Nations) levels
by 2000. Sixteen years after that target date, our import duties
remain significantly above the Asean level.

Now that we have signed a free-trade agreement with Asean,
retaining higher duties than those in Asean will raise our domestic
cost structure, making it difficult to compete with the low duty
imports that will be allowed from Asean. It will also reduce the

competitiveness of our exports to those markets. We should move to lower most non-agricultural
duties to reach an average of around 5% in two years. This will also help tackle the problem of duty
inversion, which has been a source of much complaint. Those who worry about an adverse effect on
the economy, should recall that duties were reduced much more sharply after 1991, with

considerable benefit.
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Duty reduction may be resisted because of revenue loss. However, contemporary best practice holds
that import duties should not be viewed as a revenue source. Whatever indirect tax revenue we
need should come from the non-distortionary GST (goods and services tax), which is now clearly on
the horizon.

We also need to rethink our approach to trade negotiations. We have traditionally preferred trade
negotiations within the multilateral World Trade Organization (WTO) framework, viewing regional
trade agreements as distortionary. We were also committed to the Doha Round as a “single
undertaking”. These perfectly reasonable positions have become unsustainable after the Doha
Round was effectively abandoned in Nairobi in 2015.

One reason for the abandonment of Doha is that industrialized countries, seeing the changes in the
structure of world trade with the growing importance of global value ¢hains, lost interest in
obtaining tariff reductions and became much more interested in “deeper integration” of behind the
border standards on issues such as labour, environment, protectionnof intellectual property,
competition policy, etc. This could not be pursued within the, tariff-based negotiations'in the WTO,
so they shifted their focus on pursuing “mega regional agreements?” \such as the Trans-Pacific
Partnership (TPP) involving the US, Japan, Korea and some«developing countries, and the
Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP) involving the US and the European Union
(EV). These mega regionals were negotiated among aSmalligroup of industrialized countries, and it
was expected that they would then be opened to ather gountries to join if they were willing to
accept the terms of the agreement. An unstated purpose of the gxclusionary approach was to keep
China out of the initial negotiations and offer entry.only afterithe terms were set.

The TTIP has run into roadblocks and (no earlyyresolution is expected given the anti-globalization
mood in Europe. The TPP has been signed/ but net yet ratified by the US, and opinions vary on
whether it will be ratified soon. However, we should note that China is widely reported as preparing
itself internally to meet the TPR standards, so that it keeps open the option of joining if it wishes. If
China does join the TPPgit will be a very powerful trade block, and staying out of it will put us at a
severe disadvantage.

More immediatée decisions are needed in the'context of our stalled negotiations with the EU and the
ongaeing process in the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP). A successful outcome
would'send a very strong,signal of India’s willingness to engage with the global community. In the
case of RCEP; it is also a geopolitical signal of our willingness to walk the talk on “Act East”. Trade
negotiations “are complex exercises in which no country gets everything it wants. There are
inevitable compramises at the last stage, when our negotiators may have to concede on some
points, in order to gain on others. It is important to prepare public opinion not to regard every
concession as a failure.

There are some plurilateral negotiations being pursued by the industrialized countries within the
WTO, e.g. trade facilitation, zero tariff on environmental goods, information technology agreement
(ITA) 1l, government procurement. These are stand-alone agreements delinked from the Doha Round
as a “single undertaking”. We have recently signed up on trade facilitation, but have been unwilling
to join the other negotiations, possibly because we regarded them as distractions from the Doha
Round as a single undertaking. Now that the Doha Round is dead, we need to take a considered view
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on whether we should join. Here again we should not assume that we cannot increase our
competitiveness.

The Trade in Services Agreement (Tisa) is a plurilateral agreement outside WTO being negotiated by
the US, EU and several countries, including some developing countries. We have a comparative
advantage in high-end services, but we are not part of Tisa. When Doha was still alive, it was possible
to believe that a multilateral agreement on services would be negotiated in that forum. Since that is
no longer possible, we need to address the question of whether we should be part of Tisa. One of
our problems in services is that we have been fixated on Mode 4, which involves movement of
persons. This is in our interest, but as long as unemployment remains high in industrialized
countries, it is unlikely that we will get any comfort in this area. We should,therefore, be realistic in
our expectations.

Two other elements of policy which have an impact on our exterpal, engagement are taxation and
investor protection. The fact that MNCs will still be tempted to shift profits,to tax havens which have
exceptionally low tax rates ,and the Organisation for
Economic Co-operation and Development is working on ways
to counter such base erosion and profit shifting. We should

support this effort and act in accordance with internationally **multinational

corporations

agreed best practice. But we should not go beyohd-the
international consensus.

Investor protection through bilateral investment treatiesyis
another critical dimension of engagementa\We donot have a
treaty with the US and have recently started negotiation. The
US is seeking to introduce many new features, ineluding on
intellectual property rights, which could, pose, prablems. We
too have modified our earlier template by excluding
international arbitrationfuntil, investors have exhausted the
remedies offered by the domestic judicial process. This may
have been reasonable if our domestic process was speedy,
but it istnot.Ehe negotiations with'the US will give a good idea

(MNCs) operate across the world in
different parts of the value chain
gives them the opportunity to shift
profits to lower tax destinations.
The incentive is particularly high in
India because corporate tax rates
are much higher than in other
countries. We should align our
corporate tax rates with those of
other countries.

of whether there is"common ground. If we come to an agreed position vis-a-vis the US, we can
reasonably. push' it with“ether countries. However, we should avoid any unilateral abrogation of
existing treaties.

To summarize, iti$to our advantage to deepen engagement with the global economy and we must
do what is necessary, domestically and externally, to facilitate the process. The suggestions above
provide a core set of initiatives in external economic policy. Perhaps the government should set up a
high-level committee, including representatives of business, trade economists, and legal experts in
trade and investor protection, to make specific recommendations for action.
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Paper 3 Topic: Indian

Economy and issues
relating to planning,
mobilization of
resources, growth,
development and
employment.
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India improves in Global Competitiveness Index

India fastest riser, moves up 16 spots to 39th rank in the World
Economic Forum’s Global Competitiveness Index

India’s ranking in the Global Competitiveness Index for 2016-17,
released by the World Economic Forum (WEF), improved 16 places
to 39, making it the fastest riser up the ranks among 138 countries
surveyed.

India’s competitiveness improved across the board, particularly in
goods market efficiency (60), business/sophistication (35) and
innovation (29). WEF said recent reform efforts by the government
have concentrated on improving public institutions (upy16 places),
opening the economy to foreign investers and international trade
(up 4), and increasing transparency in the financial system (up 15).

India still needs to cover a lot of ground; the WEF said, citing labour
market deficiencies, large, public enterprises that reduce economic
efficiency, especially in the utilities secter and the financial market.
Lack of infrastructure remains,a critical bottleneck, the report said.
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G.S.Paper-lI: India & its
Neighbourhood: relations
]
** South Asia sought to evolve,
much in the manner that the
Association of South East Asian

Nations had stitched itself
together two decades earlier.

**, At a moment when SAARC
was being formed in the mid-
1980s, Pakistan set up the
Economic Cooperation
Organisation (ECO) with Iran
and Turkey. After the collapse
of the Soviet Union, the Central
Asian states joined the ECO.

** The BBIN (Bangladesh,
Bhutan, India and Nepal)
framework was seen by many
as heralding the era of ‘SAARC
Minus One’.

T
** |f the Look East Policy aimed

to integrate India with Asia,
Delhi also helped create a

regional forum called the
BIMSTEC (Bay of Bengal
Initiative for  Multi-Sectoral
Technical and Economic

Cooperation). Although it dates
back to 1997, the forum that
brings five South Asian
countries (Bangladesh, Bhutan,
India, Nepal and Sri Lanka)
together with two south east
Asian countries (Burma and
Thailand) has remained
dormant.
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SAARC minus one (Indian express)

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s decision to skip the South Asian
summit in Islamabad next month is, in essence, about the
deteriorating relationship with Pakistan. It also underlines the
growing irrelevance of the South Asian Association of Regional
Cooperation for India’s regionalism. Irrespective of India’s future
relations with Pakistan, the Modi government’s search for
alternatives to SAARC will now acquire a new momentum.

For too long, India had conflated its regionalism with SAARC that
was established three decades ago at the initiative of Bangladesh.
While Delhi and Islamabad were both wary-of;thesmove in the mid-
1980s, it was the inward economic orientation of the Subcontinent
that limited possibilities for regionalw.cooperation. ' As the
Subcontinent launched economic reforms in the 1990s, regional
integration appeared a naturalicensequence waiting to happen. As
the South Asian states opened up-to, the world, it seemed sensible
to connect with each other. But that was not how it turned
out.India, on its part, inched, towards aceepting regionalism as an
economic and political nécessity. The SAARC, in turn, began to
emphasise trade liberalisation,/ regional connectivity and trans-
border economic projects.

As SAARC develeped new proposals and agreements in favour of
preferential trade, free trade, road and rail connectivity and cross-
border _energy,projects, it became clear that Pakistan was the
camel that'slowed down the pace of the South Asian caravan. More
accurately, it was the Pakistan Army headquartered in Rawalpindi
that exercised the veto. It was not that the Pakistan army was
against thelidea of regional cooperation. More recently, Rawalpindi
has become the champion and guardian of the trans-border China-
Pakistan economic corridor.

Rawalpindi’s problem was with the idea of economic integration
with India. Neither the initiatives of SAARC, nor the Indian appeals,
were capable of changing this. China and the United States, two of
Pakistan’s best friends, often tried nudging Rawalpindi to take a
more positive view of economic cooperation with India. Civilian
leaders at the national as well as the provincial level in Pakistan
have long sought greater cooperation across the borders. But
resistance of Pakistan’s ‘deep state’ was insurmountable.Two most
recent examples have been the talks on trade liberalisation and
cross-border trade in energy during the last years of the UPA
government. Islamabad pulled back just when the agreements
were ready for signature. Pakistan also walked away from
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agreements on road connectivity after they were presented to the heads of government at the last
SAARC summit in Kathmandu in November 2014.

In the past, Delhi simply shrugged its shoulders. Although it was clear that the SAARC caravan was
going nowhere with Pakistan, it seemed there was little that India could do. PM Modi, however, took
a different track. At the Kathmandu summit, he called for a two-speed SAARC. Rather than let one
country take the entire region hostage, Modi suggested, those who are ready for integration should
move ahead. As a result, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India and Nepal got together soon after the
Kathmandu summit to implement the motor vehicle agreement.

The BBIN framework was seen by many as heralding the era of ‘SAARC Minus One’ and hostile to
Pakistan. The BBIN, however, was very much part of the SAARC framework. The SAARC charter
allows two or more countries of the forum to embark on what is called ‘sub=regional cooperation’. It
was a policy instrument that was long available to policymakers imyDelhi but remainediunutilised.
Delhi could also complement its sub-regional initiative with trans-regionalioutreach.

The Modi government is now eager to re-energise the BIMSTEC.forum."As paft of that commitment,
it has invited the BIMSTEC leaders to join the BRICS leaders at the Goa ‘summit next week. Modi’s
meetings with the BIMSTEC leaders present a major opportunity to demonstrate that the meltdown
of SAARC does not mean India is giving up the ambitiens,of its neighbourhood first strategy. One
thing that the PM, who never misses an opportunity to coin-anew acronym, might want to do is to
give the BIMSTEC a more attractive name. The Bay of Bengal Community? BOBCOM, anyone?The
turn to the east, however, does not resolvelndia’s Pakistan problem in promoting economic
cooperation with Afghanistan. Rawalpindisis,dead set against letting Indian goods move overland to
Afghanistan, despite fervent appeals from Kabuhand an,occasional entreaty from Washington. With
no physical access to Afghanistan, Delhi negds to find creative ways to deepen bilateral economic
engagement with Kabul bilaterally ‘and, through' trilateral cooperation with other partners like
Tehran.

Pakistan is free to choose its parstners.iltthas consciously embraced China as the strategic economic
partner; Rawalpinditbelieves that restoring historic economic connectivity with India is a threat to
Pakistanglndia €an’t compel, Pakistan to join the project of South Asian integration. Instead of
bemganing that fact, Delhi must devote itself to bilateral, sub-regional and trans-regional
cooperation with our neighbours, all of whom except Pakistan want India to do more. SAARC may be
headed tothé mortuary. But India can easily catch a new wind in its regional sails.

qreh 3 IR AT (A Rigeam)
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G.S.Paper Il: India & its
Neighbourhood: relations

** Kindly refer last week
current notes regarding
Asylum &refugee

** International refugee law
only states that a person needs
to be outside his/her own
country to seek asylum; it is
silent on whether the person
needs to be physically present
in the territory of the country
where s/he hopes to receive
asylum or whether s/he can
make such an application from
a third country. This is a much
debated issue in international
law and countries have
adopted varying policies in this
regard.

SHH AT Hae TIE Ad & a1 SHAT qIFHat AT TR
It is time for a uniform asylum law (The Hindu)

The debate surrounding Brahamdagh Bugti’s request for asylum in
India has largely focussed on the foreignmpolicy implications.
Numerous legal issues deserve consideration.

India stands poised to make one of the mastcritical deCisions with
respect to its refugee policy,hbut without a domestic asylum law
and without having signed the UN Refugee Convention of 1951.
This has left India without a structured, and institutionalised
framework for addressing refugee inflows. At the same time,
however, the country is known to have a broadly humanitarian
approach to asylum,"and is bound by both its own constitutional
principles and eustomary international law. As the Home Ministry
examinesgBaloch leader Brahamdagh Bugti’s asylum claim, the
debate has so far largely centred on the foreign policy implications.
There remain, however, numerous legal issues which demand
seriousiconsideration.

Unanswered guestions

First, the manner in which the current asylum claim has been made
raises the question of whether a person can apply for asylum in
India from outside the country. Having allowed Mr. Bugti to seek
asylum from Switzerland, it is unclear whether India has made an
exception in this case or is now open to asylum applications
without physical presence within its national borders. This question
needs to be settled.

Second, Mr. Bugti claimed in a recent interview that his asylum

application to Switzerland was turned down on account of his party being put on a terror watch list
by Pakistan. While this could be a politically motivated act by Pakistan, as per international refugee
law, this does trigger the need for a prospective asylum country to examine whether Mr. Bugti has
committed or been involved in activities referred to as crimes against humanity, war crimes, serious
non-political crimes, and so on. A fundamental principle of international refugee law is to not grant
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asylum to such persons, as doing so would go against the humanitarian spirit of refugee protection.

The civilian character of a refugee populace is paramount, and active combatants are excluded from

the same. Therefore, Mr. Bugti’s activities as a Baloch leader need to be thoroughly examined.

Third, India’s approach towards the larger Baloch refugee community in the future is yet to be
addressed. Does India intend to grant asylum to Mr. Bugti alone, or to other Baloch asylum-seekers

as well, or on a case-by-case basis? Irrespective of the modality it chooses, the Indian state will have

to invest in setting up both a policy mechanism

as well as the physical infrastructure for
management of this group.

Finally, if Mr. Bugti is granted asylum in India,
what will his legal rights be? In practice, there
are multiple approaches towards the different
refugee communities, so much so that there

Indian law does not even mention
the term ‘refuge€’; there are no
clearly defined rights and duties for
refugees.

isn’'t even a common form of documentation

that is issued to them. The outcome of this is that they have widely disparate accessito basic rights.
For example, while, which is not widely recognised. There is stillne_clarity, in this regard, and the
Baloch would be yet another group of refugees for whom a separate policy would have to be

created.

Sri Lankans and Tibetans have
government-issued IDs, the vast
majority of Afghan and Burmese
refugees have only the documentation
given to them by the UN

The most pragmaticway to address these legal issues would be
for India“to\ adopt @&, uniform asylum law for all refugee
communities.It,would allow for the codification of India’s best
practices with respect to asylum, which would, at the very
least, eliminate, the need to revisit its historical policies each
time, it faces .a new question of refugee protection. A national
asylum, law  would also reduce the need for parallel
mechanisms, and put in place a structured system for asylum
management in the future.
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72 T 378 Seeil il FHUH T 7 WId HT T4 ~ATATeer 921 a9 f&3m)
T AT ST FO7 AT T Heel T § HAT ¥, 30T I2 THH FIe
T SIS SATT ST T FHTRT TGTTer 9T, 9% 98 U el 57 |1ferd gul
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Isro sets sights high in global space race (Asian Age)

To see our nation progress from the unforgettable vignette of its early space programme, reflected
in a rocket being carried on the back of a bicycle in Thumba, Kerala, to where we are now is heart-

G.S. Paper IlI:
Awareness in fields of IT,
Space, Computers,
Robotics, Nanotechnology,
Biotechnology

** |SRO has successfully
launched PSLV-C-35
injecting India’s
SCATSAT-1 in orbit.

** According to ISRO,
SCATSAT-1 IS a
continuity mission for
Oceansat-2 scatterometer
to provide wind vector
data products for weather
forecasting, cyclone
detection and tracking

services to the users.
|

beaming back useful data.

warming

In flawlessly executing its two-in-one mission of two different
orbits in a single mission, India’s elite space agency is all set to
become an even bigger player in the international satellite launch
business. With 79 foreign satellite_launches on its“books, Isro is
already a virtual Indian multinational’in, marketing launches. It is
setting its sights even higher, trying to establish a.manufacturing
base in association with industry to make very effective 3D and 3DR
weather satellites for foreign<countries after meeting India’s
requirements. The proven stop-start capability of the rocket
attained in Monday’sdongish 135-minute, flight record is what will
give the Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV) an edge in space
commerce, besides itsisafety record of 33 consecutive successful
missions. It istjustifiable thendfor Indians to take pride in Isro’s
exploitsgstarting “with Prime Minister Narendra Modi, who is an
unabashed fan of our scientists who made this possible. To adapt
an,old homily, the sky is not even the limit for Isro now.

The EuropeanSpace Agency’s Vega rocket is said to have
accomplished this complicated burn tech manoeuvre first, and
others will'join the race from the American private sector. Launch
playerslike Ellon Musk and new economy czars like Jeff Bezos and
Mark Zuckerberg are fascinated with these cutting-edge
technologies in space research and engineering, and there will be
no dearth of business in space. Their pockets are deep enough not
to let an early disaster like the recent SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket
exploding on the launch pad deter them. But what gives Isro and
India the commercial advantage is the low cost of operations.
Achieved on a shoestring budget, the Mangalyaan orbiter shook up
the space community with its economy and endurance as the two-
year-old probe has lived on well beyond its projected life and is still

In its conquest of space technology, Isro has gone far as an international player, its commercial arm
Antrix having shown a turnover of Rs 1,790 crores in the current year. What this has done is to
elevate India’s image from being the world’s back office — which business does of course bring in
very valuable revenue in foreign exchange — to a pioneer in complex space engineering. Its
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successful demonstration last month of the hypersonic air-breathing dual mode ramjet engine
(known as Scarmijet), using atmospheric oxygen in a part of its journey, saw it pursuing a most
futuristic concept, revealing its ambition to be a premier space-faring agency. To see our nation
progress from the unforgettable vignette of its early space programme, reflected in a rocket being
carried on the back of a bicycle in Thumba, Kerala, to where we are now is heart-warming.

<« H SUSIIRT F@6l, Tgdl I 97 F Ig &< 92 (AT

feaT)

FF TLHIT F TSI oI T2 S % dTa9R <4 § ISR il ST 9 Tol g THEIRT 6l [T & a9
FT ALY &% 2015-16 # 9= Ifq9rd O% 9gF T2 S G0 AT HT 37 FqL gl AgEArst F A § LA &
Ieer@d T ®] F 8.7 Tiaerd F IF T I¥ TaTh [T % §ad H 7 4.3 Yaad =il Tg el &z 61 ATsrIr

G.S. Paper |IllI: Indian
Economy & issues relating
to planning, mobilization
of resources, growth,
development &
employment.

** gfeer a9 uiEe
AT SFE-a2SATE 99 &

oo JwaTe F forg may & S8 g1 gedhe S 3or § Tameeft 3t
form T gRor e 1 AT W T AT A Fs FIA B0 2

THF AT T (F5a e ) §6 & qgd e qdia &7
U AT 37 I TIA9rd AqATAT @ TH TR % T8d IS 3% 6
AFAA % o "9 srafer 365 T &1 SUERT BT STaT g1 AW ST &
Fqa 2013-14 # SfsenET 4.9 wfaed, 2012-13 # 4.7 wfderm,
2011-12 & 3.8 widerd gu142009-10 & 9.3 wfaera w&rn aw 2014-15
T == T #iFE S TR A s RO & qartas, e v w
TEd ATHIL &5 F @LSHT 3¢ 5.1 giaerd Stafs gt &= § 4.9 widera
AN qEAT BGAAT GEEATA F FTSRT 3T qOH F=T gl Aigarst &
ST 32 8.7 Tfaerd At 5 § STt T&ui § 4.3 wiaerd o

orzdT e H Wigeten § JTSNILT 3¥ 12,1 WIS @A T AGHTT S-AT

AFET T 77 afderd IR F gy &, @@t gt § 3.3 wiverd qur G # 78 10.3 widerd @ ad as
ara e fAEfaT s A Faaant oA, #g TR T2t & srier 2015 & fwew 2015 F e o )
IR ZH TN, 56,563 TR Fr eannfer Brm swHE 88,783 wriw A &
SEfk 67,780 g=i &7 F g AT § ToAl UH Fg onfaa gt # B
(19.7 wfera) 5a=r FU< g1 SO+ are wer: AfEw (18.1 wiver), wega
(16.1 wfaera), s=am™ METe g7 (12.7 sider), 3w (12.5 gfer) a=r

A= T29n(40.6 Sferd) T =1 2
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frareTere 9/11 forerErss I SamT &7 ier @i

ST FRE T TgAT o TPATT a2 AarAT 317 9/11 e 9% T T0 Al FT TR 7 & 96 |
L S A R A oA K e e e e s e i A IS 1 O s W e S e s L K G 2

g, T SamT F Fw2T 2 O o e uw 3 N2 F @it 3 998 F Bl 7 UF GaeATd [Hare w1

G.S. Paper lI: Effect of
policies & politics of
developed & developing
countries.

*X SawATE % T FIA ATAT 6
fgams =g afafFae (ST *
qaras g fdar gwar &
ffear aRErt #r sfee foer o
& ar aodr g=r & fEars

** zo [FgFE F TRd g & a1
T ALY qIaT At o At
¥ FTH FT ¥g AL ARM 97
garfad FAT FwEATs §99 8l
ST,
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AEAUl & T samar 7 39 g aw ey G o S qartes @
e gaat & fifear afvard & st War 97 & ar q3al aeh e &
T HFEAT TET T TFd .

AETHAT F 12T T AT FLA F 98 #,97 79 92 16 Alar & 97 §
FAA TF & Ale T=T.

ATIHATE o GITI FZA FTAT 5 (IATE ~ATT SAATHAT (STEST) 7TH a1 T
F ferems sy Trgafa F w5t Fgaa e of.

AramaT 7 Rufedasa i SHiERfcF Hide TATE F1 957 TT 9 § Fgr o1
FEA F T H SATET AN FAD ST & g Bat F o qaamag
.

SAETHT 7 T o T a7 a7 e & §9a F FEel F TPATT F AT
& STTEERIT o0l A ETTOT & B STTuA.

IHEREF I & HEE TF ShAY 7 2T § % T gaqt ¢ B fifedt
TSI sl A5 AT T aqafa e @6, 90 &7 T F0 e
T R

AT A STq TPt F Frdawrer | orsft a6 12 972 ey 1 seauTer
B AR TUGAT HIHT § ST T AT Tfeh &l FLHATT AT (T 7T 8.
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e it e (ST ** NAM et s 1961 3 e 3
TIAT AT| THAT A A ATAT H AT F
(G.S. Paper II: Bilateral, regional & global TAH  TUEEAT ST R

TAEATTAT & worg Tgata g, e %
affecting Indian interests) T TPA T e AT AT
TATEATIAAT % qepre = Tgafq el 74

st R A e 2 o fem @ Ao s

gut & Ao of v g s o, siw g arfEem

T _FT| [eATTel a1 (e SA=rad F7 AaTal 76as 39 a7 @) § qeed T@aT il ad #7 ofiags ¥ g6
AT oM T @ F avE TEd fAwrE et 39T T UF FS7 7 AT FAT ST Umiamted auT | o iy
TRt & F71 [efATaerar T ST TTUTIOT T ATE 3T T ATSIAT § SUHA S0 AT I =0 §EAT TRt
TS| TrET I8 faawmaefier 3o &1 Tawr 927 99 g7 147)

groupings & agreements involving India &/or

AT HITaT &9 & faeed & a7 | [EfAadel siiarad hf areihar a1 ITEHEwal T2 Qa1 354 18 8| Fagl Srar
21 ¢ & ofiags i qurtE F ae THE |0 = © WHRhIE T2 qidle 39 e g9 AT § ard
FOATAEAT T fOFT qgT ANl TH HIF U 390 FT T ST SUTge T Sy F FFAT FE A F ’ieEr
TS Jqed % 799 7 fF 97 37 a9 A AT wres st 22 7, e aview § Rt an st
zoform 7 v 3 wa it Bea fify § g snfer s w09 aMsiEeT ggq 9g 72 22 41, I8 w5 i
ALEH F q9T & % f TAT AT, T 369 WEHDEHATT & (o7 qTH TA1 6 FHAT AT il A7 7o 4T
TELET, AT T O] 1T 9o G ! 21, Heed Gedhd e 4 78 99 off uF 927 79 2 S s
o7 =i Zor ATEfEr 2

e stera &t Tt & 9w sal faga | AT 96T AT TR €, 399 o ifd F SATTERaY 3503
LG B O A 0 . A A= 2 o 2 e e 0 I s e e 1 O L B 3
THAT &1 SASUAT F TIATHY § GAgs EHEUeT SFad & 07 ATTGT F FaIfed Fed gl AT % SUgard
BITHE SO 7 ST Fg Fgl ag THand e 98 #7790 &Y F IHReE a970 S f7 90F ST F4T of
7| Igid gl [ S a<h o A E, 3 SHT A SaFars & (AT AT § 36 FaH IS 6l T Fl
TR, F Y| STAPTTT ol Tg feoaoft UF a<h ars g 5 foeger et wemas=it $f-20, foa s st ud &t
TOrAT T TP e S ARSI HA1 I STAHATE Hl AR AT 61 (=aT AT T I 7

What were the intifadas?

The intifadas were two Palestinian uprisings against Israel, the

In UNGA Nawaz Sharif used
the term Kashmiri intifada
and in return Indian officer
said Pakistan as IVY League
of terriorism. Here s
explanation of both terms.

Www.prepareiascoaching.com

first in the late 1980s and the second in the early 2000s. The
intifadas had a dramatic effect on Israeli-Palestinian relations; the
second, in particular, is widely seen as marking the end of the
1990s era negotiating process and ushering in a new, darker era
in Israeli-Palestinian relations.
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The first intifada was a largely spontaneous series of Palestinian demonstrations, nonviolent actions
like mass boycotts and Palestinians refusing to work jobs in Israel, and attacks (using rocks, Molotov
cocktails, and occasionally firearms) on Israelis. Palestinian fatalities dramatically outpaced Israeli
ones, as the Israeli military responded to the protests and attacks with heavy force.

The second, and far bloodier, intifada grew out of the collapse of the peace process in 2000.
Negotiations between Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Barak and PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat broke
down, and the intifada began shortly afterwards. Typically, Israelis blame a conscious decision by
Arafat to turn to violence for the intifada's onset, while Palestinians point to an intentionally
provocative visit to the contested Temple Mount by Israeli politician (and soon to be Prime Minister)
Ariel Sharon. While both Arafat and Sharon played some part, the central.cauise was likely a basic
mistrust between the two sides that made war inevitable after peace talks broke down.

The spark that lit this powder keg was a series of Palestinian demenstrations-that Israeli soldiers
fired on. Palestinian militants subsequently escalated to broader violenceyand the PA refused to rein
them in.

The Ivy League is a collegiate athletic conference comprising sports teams from eight private
institutions of higher education in the Northeastern United States. The conference name is also
commonly used to refer to those eight schools as.amgroup. The eight institutions are Brown
University, Columbia University, Cornell University, Dartmouth College, Harvard University, the
University of Pennsylvania, Princeton University,»and\Yale Uniyersity. The term Ivy League has
connotations of academic_excellence, selectivity in admissions,
and sogiahelitism.

Paperll : Issues 9. . .
relating o I Mission Parivar Vikas to be launched

development and ¢} to pushieontraceptive use (PIB)
management of

Social The government will soon launch Mission Parivar
Sector/Services Vikas to improve family planning services in seven
relating to Health, states where the combined total fertility rate (TFR), or
Education, Human the number of children a woman has in her lifetime)
Resources, issues constitutes 44% of the country’s population.

relating to poverty
and hunger.

. The main objective of ‘Mission Parivas Vikas
is to accelerate access to high quality family planning
choices based on information, reliable services and
145 districts have supplies within a rights-based framework.

. The Union ministry of health and family
TFR of more than or I \yejfare will launch the programme in 145 high-focus
equal to 3 (56% of the I isiricts of Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Rajasthan, Madhya
261 districts in the 7 | pragesh, Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand and Assam.
High Focus ~ States), - These districts were identified based on their
and are home t0 28% I 1yta) fertility rate and sterilization performance among
of India’s population, W oter measures taken for family planning, for

‘é‘;g'r‘;h is about 33 I immediate, special and accelerated efforts.

T T e DT C SOt T T O 8756334461,7839510605




Prepare IAS
Gist of Current affairs Sep.24-30,2016

The target of the government is to reach the replacement level fertility goals of
2.1 by the year 2025.

The key strategic focus of this initiative will be on improving access to
contraceptives through delivering assured services, dovetailing with new
promotional schemes, ensuring commodity security, building capacity (service
providers), creating an enabling environment along with close monitoring and
implementation.

Short Notes for Pre. & Mains from this week:

1-

|(.0
1

MERCOSUR

Mercosur is a sub-regional bloc. Its full members are Argentina, Brazil,
Paraguay, Uruguay and Venezuela. Its associate countries are Bolivia, Chile,
Peru, Colombia, Ecuador and Suriname. The Mercusor trading bloc was
established in 1991 and negotiations with the EU originally started in 2010
with a number of ‘rounds’ of negotiations, which have the overall aim to
agree a trade deal between the two blocs to allow easier trading of goods
and services as well as government procurement and intellectual property
and technical barriers to trade.

Most Favoured Nation (MFN)

According to the MFN principle of the WTO’s General Agreement on
Tariffs and Trade (GATT) — to which India is a signatory/contracting party
— each of the WTO member countries should “treat all the other members
equally as ‘most-favoured’ trading partners.” According to the WTO, though
the term *‘MFN’ “suggests special treatment, it actually means non-
discrimination.”

The MFN status was accorded in 1996 as per India’s commitments as a
member of the World Trade Organization (WTO).
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